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Operation HOPE Workshop
The SC State Council, Knights of Columbus and the Co-
lumbus Hope Foundation, will conduct an Operation Hope
Workshop on July 9, 2011 at Our Lady of the Hills Parish
Center (directions attached), and will be hosted by Irmo
Council 6892.
Each council is encouraged to send their Operation Hope
Chairman, and others, who will assist your Operation Hope
Chairman this coming fraternal year. Manuals will be distrib-
uted to each council’s representative, and will include many
new materials that will become the new manual for Opera-
tion Hope. The workshop will start at 10AM and conclude
no later than 2PM. Dress Code, Casual.
Please note that this is a separate meeting, and it is not to be
confused with the Grand Knights Workshop, which will be
held in Columbia, SC on July 23, 2011.
The 2010-2011 Operation Hope Drive had gross income of
$333,000 and was accomplished by those that attended last
year’s workshop.
There will be an Awards Luncheon (no charge) when special
awards will be presented to outstanding Operation Hope
members.
Regardless of when you conduct your drive, please come
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The State Offi cers and your District Deputy are only a 
phone call away. We stand ready and willing to help you
and your Council be successful.

From the State Deputy –
“Putting Our Catholic Faith in Action”

From the Vocations Director
Submitted by James P. Weiskircher, Vocations Director

June is here, and this normally signifi es a changing of the 
leadership of the councils. I want to thank the existing of-
fi cers as they complete their last month, recognizing their 
leadership continues through the entire month of June. For
the new offi cers, welcome onboard.  You should be meeting 
with your new offi cers and setting your goals for the Fraternal 
Year 2011-2012. Build on the success of your predecessor.
Since the last Bulletin, State Secretary Richard Gabriel and I
have met with Bishop Robert E. Guglielmone. We not only
had the honor to represent the South Carolina Knights of
Columbus to Bishop Guglielmone, but to discuss the state’s
successes and plans for the next year. We also presented
Bishop Guglielmone a check for $5000 for the seminarians
of the diocese. Two resolutions passed at the State Conven-
tion were presented to him.  The fi rst pledged our support of 
him as our Apostolic Vicar and a second resolution pledged
our solidarity with all the priests of the diocese.
Also during the past month, South Carolina Knights of Co-
lumbus has applied for and received monies from Supreme
for two more ultrasound machines. This brings the total to
5 in the state. Yet the money has not stopped. Presently, we
already have money for a 6th machine.
I would be remiss if I did not comment on the passing of
Msgr. Joseph A. Roth. He was a great priest, a great man,
and a true Knight. We will miss him. I did have the plea-
sure of meeting with him about two weeks before he died. I
presented to him a resolution passed at the State Convention
recognizing his contribution to the Church, Diocese, and
the Knights of Columbus. Before I left, he prayed for the
Knights of Columbus and gave his blessing to us.
As far as membership, the councils of the state have done
well. We may have a record number of STAR and Double
STAR Councils and surely will have a record number of
STAR and Double STAR Districts.
In conclusion, Kathy and I want to thank all who have made
this year so successful and for the hospitality you have
shown to us.

Reverend Mr. Bill Hearne
On July 1st, Deacon Bill Hearne will be ordained
a priest at the Cathedral in Charleston, along with
Deacons David Nerbun and Matthew Gray. It has
been several years, since the diocese has ordained
this many.
Bill brings a wealth of life experiences to the

priesthood.  His fi rst career was with the U.S. Air Force as a 
Logistics Offi cer for 20 years.  His Air Force career involved 
many assignments including multiple tours at USAF Head-
quarters in the Pentagon, an Exchange Offi cer Tour with the 
RoyalAustralianAir Force, deployment on a Joint Task Force
during Kosovo and heading up Air Terminal Operations at
Andrews Air Force Base in Washington, DC (home of Air
Force One).
Bill has worked extensively with Big Brothers/Big Sisters in
Phoenix, LosAngeles and in southern Illinois. While stationed
at Scott AFB outside St. Louis, he worked with an “interest
group” that led to “agency in formation” status, and eventu-
ally to full recognition by the national organization. He was
on the Board of Directors of the newly established chapter.
Once Bill retired from the Air Force, he went to work for the
Minneapolis based Carlson Companies in their Washington
offi ce.  Bill was VP of Government Operations.  They bid 
on, won, and implemented an end-to-end fi nancial manage-
ment/travel management system for the Federal Government.
While in college, Bill worked part-time for an airline in Wash-
ington, which afforded him the opportunity to see the world
at a relatively young age. He continued to travel extensively
in the Air Force and with Carlson. Besides living all over the
US, he has also lived in France, Italy, Japan, and Australia.
In his own words, “I am an inveterate traveler!”
For the past four years, Bill has been studying at Blessed John
XXIII in Massachusetts. It is one of three seminaries in the US
dedicated to “delayed” vocations. His classmates were from
dioceses all around the country...from as far away as San Fran-
cisco and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The life experience of the stu-
dent body is very diverse, and enriched his overall experience.
Bill is a cradle Catholic and is a product of the Catholic
school system; St. Luke School in River Forest, IL, Seton Hall
Preparatory School in South Orange, NJ, and Georgetown
University in Washington, DC. He has one brother and one
sister (two nephews and a niece). Even though Deacon Bill is
on his third career, the thought of becoming a priest has been
constantly on his mind. Please keep him in your prayers as
he approaches his ordination.
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HOPE continued from page 1

learn and see all the new materials, which will assist you
greatly in this coming fraternal year’s Operation Hope Cam-
paign. The Columbus Hope Foundation cannot do anything
without your help! For further Information please contact:
Don Cronin,Tel. 843-553-8844 or Richard Stachelek Tel.
803-781-7636.
Fraternally yours,
Michael W. Telesco, PSD
Chairman, Board of Directors

DIRECTIONS:
From the OLD SHERATON HOTEL (4th degree) go north on
Bush River Road to Mary dale Lane(3d light) and turn Left
at the stop light and go to the end of the road, meeting room
(Our Lady of the Hills) on the left (at stop light the road left
is Maryhill and right is Ashland Road)
If coming from upstate exit of I-26 at St Andrews Road, and
turn right to the 2d stop light and turn right.

Supreme Court rejects challenge
to "under God" in Pledge of
Allegiance
Knights of Columbus waged successful defense on East and
West Coast cases

June 14, 2011 - Flag Day

(NEW HAVEN, CONN.) - The United States Supreme Court
has refused to hear an appeal of a lawsuit challenging the
constitutionality of the Pledge of Allegiance, thus ending a
seven year battle involving two separate cases, one origi-
nating in California and the other in New Hampshire. The
Knights of Columbus, represented by the Becket Fund for
Religious Liberty, played a key role in defending the Pledge
as a "defendant intervenor" in both cases.

"The Knights of Columbus is proud to have played a major
role in successfully defending the constitutionality of the
words 'under God' in the Pledge of Allegiance," Supreme
Knight Carl A. Anderson said. "We were instrumental in
persuading Congress to add those words to the Pledge in
1954, and they express a fundamental belief that we have
held as a nation since our founding, that we 'are endowed
by our creator with certain unalienable rights.' The notion
that this somehow violates the First Amendment has now
been soundly rejected by both the First and Ninth Circuit
Courts of Appeal, and the Supreme Court has now allowed
both decisions to stand. It is a victory for common sense."

The Ninth Circuit upheld the constitutionality of the Pledge
in March 2010 and the Supreme Court refused to hear an
appeal of the California case in March 2011. The First Cir-
cuit upheld the constitutionality of the Pledge in November
2011 and the Supreme Court denied certiorari in that case
yesterday, June 13, 2011.

Why John Paul II Was Beatifi ed 
5/31/2011
Blessed Pope John Paul II was an extraordinary witness
of faith and love, seeking unity with Christ above all
by Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

 During the days leading up to the beatifi cation of Blessed 
John Paul II, I was frequently asked by journalists whether I
thought the Vatican was rushing John Paul II's path to saint-
hood. My answer was simple: "If the Lord had not wanted
John Paul II beatifi ed now, he would not have granted the 
miracle that was attributed to his intercession."
The so-called "waiting period," which was shortened in
the case of Pope John Paul II, is one way to help ensure
that procedures are followed and requirements are met.
The important test is that the pope and the Congregation
for the Causes of Saints are satisfi ed that all the standards 
have been fulfi lled.
As Pope Benedict XVI observed in his homily during the
beatifi cation Mass May 1, he wanted the cause of beatifi ca-
tion "to move forward with reasonable haste" because "of
the ways God's people showed their veneration" for John
Paul II and "because this is what was pleasing to the Lord."
The world saw the extraordinary witness and heroic Chris-
tian virtue that marked the nearly 27 years of John Paul
II's papacy. We might say that the world pronounced its
judgment on him during his funeral Mass when hundreds
of thousands of people chanted, "Santo Subito!" ("Saint-
hood now!").

BEATIFIED continued on page 5
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From the State Ceremonials
Chairman
Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM

First Degree Standings
Ronald G. Povero, PSD, State Ceremonials Chairman

First Degree Standings Notes
NOTE: COUNCILS INDICATED WITH AN
ASTERISK, NEED TO HAVE TEAM CERTIFIED

DISTRICT COUNCIL CITY GOAL ACTUAL % GOAL
Roy Spurlock DD #1 21 12 57.14%

5026 BEAUFORT 5 2 40.00%
7289 HILTON HEAD 4 0 0.00%
10668 HILTON HEAD 6 6 100.00%
12263 BLUFFTON 6 4 66.67%

Michael A. Allen DD #2 16 26 152.94%
2207 SUMTER 4 5 125.00%
6847 E. COLUMBIA 5 6 120.00%
9672 CAMDEN 3 3 100.00%
13713 BLYTHEWOOD 4 10 250.00%
15233 MANNING/SANTEE1 2 200.00%

Michael DiMartino DD #3 20 22 110.00%
5086 MYRTLE BEACH 5 5 100.00%
7122 N. MYRTLE BCH 5 7 140.00%

Engl Team 7531 CONWAY 4 3 75.00%
Span Team 7531 CONWAY 3 3 100.00%

* 14892 LORIS 3 4 133.33%
Ernst T. Cvikl DD #4 13 2 15.38%

3684 AIKEN 6 1 16.67%
7062 N. AUGUSTA 4 1 25.00%
9161 BARNWELL 3 0.00%

David R. Griffard DD #5 22 9 40.91%
6629 SUMMERVILLE 6 1 16.67%
6891 ORANGEBURG 4 1 25.00%
8502 WALTERBORO 3 1 33.33%
8900 N. CHARLESTON 4 4 100.00%
11910 SUMMERVILLE 5 2 40.00%

Jerry W. Carroll DD #6 18 13 72.22%
6884 SENECA 6 4 66.67%
7129 GREENWOOD 4 3 75.00%
8295 ANDERSON 4 5 125.00%
9576 PICKENS 4 1 25.00%

Thomas W. Glynn DD #7 17 21 123.53%
724 COLUMBIA 5 7 140.00%
6892 IRMO 4 6 150.00%
11325 LEXINGTON 4 3 75.00%
12554 COLUMBIA 4 5 125.00%

Keith Kengren DD #8 19 23 121.05%
1668 GREENVILLE 5 8 160.00%
8182 MAULDIN 4 5 125.00%
10819 SIMPSONVILLE 6 6 100.00%
13112 GREENVILLE 4 4 100.00%

John P. Sulkowski DD #9 24 16 66.67%
704 CHARLESTON 6 3 50.00%
6250 JAMES ISLAND 4 2 50.00%
9475 MT. PLEASANT 6 6 100.00%
10334 CHARLESTON 4 2 50.00%
12472 CHARLESTON 4 3 75.00%

Edward M. Griffi n DD #10 20 15 75.00%
6756 ROCK HILL 4 6 150.00%
10066 LANCASTER 3 1 33.33%
12268 YORK 3 1 33.33%
12366 FORT MILL 4 2 50.00%
14475 LAKE WYLIE 3 3 100.00%
14765 INDIAN LAND 3 2 66.67%

William “Skip” Reilly DD #11 15 14 93.33%
3067 GEORGETOWN 4 3 75.00%
8980 GARDEN CITY 6 4 66.67%
11028 PAWLEYS ISL 5 7 140.00%

Joseph A. Balotti DD #12 14 14 100.00%
5194 FLORENCE 5 6 120.00%
8123 HARTSVILLE 3 3 100.00%
8790 MARION DILLON 3 3 100.00%
10867 CHERAW 3 2 66.67%

Brandon Chambers DD #13 16 16 100.00%
6726 HANAHAN/GC 4 7 175.00%
6900 CITADEL 4 2 60.00%
11471 MONCKS CORNER 3 4 133.33%
11991 GOOSE CREEK 5 3 60.00%

William E. Weiss DD #14 22 16 72.73%
6076 SPARTANBURG 5 6 120.00%
9184 TAYLORS 5 5 100.00%
9575 SPARTANBURG 6 4 50.00%
12274 GREER 3 1 33.33%
12995 GAFFNEY 3 1 33.33%

TOTAL 257 219 84.88%
GOAL FOR FY 10-11

DEGREES PER COUNCIL
DIV I - 1-75 - 3 DIV II - 76-150 - 4
DIV III - 151 - 225 - 5 DIV IV - 226 & ABOVE - 6

Worthy Grand Knights and Members of the State Council:
The fi rst new 3rd Degree is scheduled to be performed in Gar-
den City, Council 8980 on July 16, 2011. I encourage all
members to come and see this degree and the State Deputy and
I feel you will be as impressed as we were when we viewed
the degree. Please contact District Deputy Skip Reilly, DD
# 11 and let him know if you will be attending this degree,
either as an observer or candidate, so that they can plan for
food and seating for all. His phone number is 843-237-9917
or Email address is skipshirley@aol.com .
I’m pleased at the response of all the Councils that have come
forward and held a 1st Degree. Your response to the request
of the State has not gone unnoticed. Thanks for your help.
Please take special note of the 1st Degrees your Council
hascompleted, and if the number is not correct, contact your
District Deputy to correct the report that I have published.
The report is as of June 9. This must be checked so that the
awards given out at the New Grand Knights meeting in July
are correct. Your numbers of Degrees must be corrected by
July 6, 2011. If not corrected by this date the Council will
be requested to pay the cost of replacing the plaque if it is
because the Degree numbers are wrong and not reported to
the Ceremonial chairman.
The attached charts show each council’s progress in First
Degrees held and for each District Second Degree held for
the Fraternal Year 2010/2011.
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Patriot’s Corner
Joseph Gubeli, Jr., PSD
District Master
As we proceed through June, I am encour-
aged by the enthusiasm as we schedule and
complete the Assemblies leadership Instal-
lations across South Carolina. It serves as

another reason why I am proud to serve as your Master of
the Fourth Degree.
When I receive your completed form # 186, REPORT OF
OFFICERS CHOSEN FOR THE TERM, I further complete
paperwork and e-mail it to the FN and FC. Please be sure to
supply a copy to your Commander as he will serve as my
Marshall. When I am Installing more than one Assembly at
the same time, then the Regional Marshall or District Marshall
will be present.
My preparation for your installation is planned utilizing your
Form # 186. In addition to me receiving a copy, a copy must
go to the Supreme Secretary, State Deputy, and the Vice
Supreme Master.
As of now, I have been scheduled to install seventeen As-
semblies. The dates are: June 11, 17, 18, 21, 24, & 26th. July
dates are: 10, 13, 16, 17, 20, 24, 27, & 30 , August 6, & 20.
I will be at the Grand Knight’s Workshop in Irmo July 22nd

& 23rd, and the Supreme Convention July 31st thru August 1
through 5, in Denver Co.
I urge you to continue to pledge our Flag with sincerity sing
our National Anthem with passion and pray for the men and
women serving in the armed forces, who continue the fi ght 
to keep us free.
Vivat Jesus,

Third Degree Schedule - 2011-
2012
POC: RONALD G. POVERO, PSD, State Ceremonials
Chairman

Date Location Degree Team
7/16/11 Garden City

Council 8980 Midlands
9/17/11 Florence

Council 5194 Midlands
9/24/11 Taylors

Council 9184 Midlands
1/7/12 Lexington

Council 11325 Coastal
1/21/12 Pawleys Island

Council 11028 Coastal

To be sure, the beatifi cation of John Paul II is not a score-
card on his papacy. Rather, it is a judgment on his living the
Christian life. But the beatifi cation does tell us something very 
important about the papacy of his successor, Pope Benedict
XVI, and about the papacy in general.
Many may remember the common wisdom among journalists
that was expressed during the conclave held after the death of
John Paul II. Some thought the pendulum had swung too far
in one direction and that the new pope needed to be a "cor-
rective," to return the Church to some unspecifi ed "middle 
ground."
While the image of a swinging pendulum may be appropriate
in a secular political context, where public attitudes shift back
and forth between the political left and right, it is not adequate
to understand a Church guided by the Holy Spirit along the
sure path of salvation history.
A shining example of this reality was the election of Cardinal
Joseph Ratzinger to succeed Pope John Paul II. Pope Bene-
dict XVI's episcopal motto — "Cooperators veritatis" ("Co-
workers of the truth") — provides a key to our understanding.
If we recognize the fundamental responsibility of a bishop to
be a teacher, that is, to be a cooperator with the truth, then
the pope is an unparalleled example of this teaching offi ce.
As Pope Benedict observed in his homily, during his 23 years
of service as prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith, he was one of John Paul II's closest co-workers. In
that capacity, he came "to revere him all the more." Benedict
also referred to the "witness of faith, love and apostolic cour-
age" of Blessed John Paul II, whom he said exemplifi ed "a 
personal and communitarian existence directed to Christ."
In the closing words of his homily, Pope Benedict gave the

clearest reason for the beatifi cation of John Paul II: "He lived 
out in an extraordinary way the vocation of every priest and
bishop to become completely one with Jesus."
For more than three decades, the Knights of Columbus has
been privileged to be "co-workers" with these two great popes
and has supported many projects essential to their ministry.
But our greatest privilege has been to experience their "witness
of faith, love and apostolic courage" and in our own way to
be their co-workers in this sense. May the prayers of Blessed
John Paul II sustain us in this work.
Vivat Jesus!

BEATIFIED continued from page 3



The Palmetto State Bulletin 6 June 2011

From the Pro-life Chair
Couple
Jim & Bobbie St. Clair

Fraternal Year Accomplishments!
As we are wrapping up the fraternal year, it gives us great
pleasure to refl ect on your accomplishments.  Mainly, you 
responded to the Ultrasound Initiative in unprecedented
fashion, you attended the pro-life conference in September,
you marched in the Stand Up for Life Rally in Columbia,
you held wonderful commemorations to the Unborn Child,
and you protested in front of the abortion mills in the 40
Days for Life campaign. One of the more notable accom-
plishments was the increased awareness that you created in
your fund drives for the USI. Thanks to your efforts, your
parishioners and your fellow citizens in your community
all banded together to fi ght abortion at levels not before 
achieved in this state. With the machines already in place,
several hundred lives have been saved this yearAND we’re
just getting started! We believe that you need to drive this
point home to your brothers and fellow parishioners….
lives are being saved in South Carolina thanks to their
contributions to the USI. Please, everyone, write a letter of
appreciation and make it an insert in your parish bulletin.
Let all of them share in the joy of knowing that they have
actually saved human lives by supporting the Ultrasound
Initiative. We couldn’t be more proud of each of you and
we really want you to know how much we appreciate
your individual efforts. To express our appreciation we
will present a Diamond Halo Award to each participating
Council and also to every parish that contributed over a
thousand dollars.

The South Carolina Abortion Rate Drops!
According to a South Carolina Citizens for life re-
port, “the number of abortions occurring in South
Carolina declined again in 2009 dipping to under
7,000 for the fi rst time since 2005.”
“Obtained from the S.C. Department of Health and

Environmental Control Division of Biostatistics, the report
showed there were 6,911 abortions performed in 2009 in six
facilities including three free-standing abortion business and
three hospitals. The 2009 number is down by 276 from 2008.
According to DHEC, for 2009 the Charleston Women’s
Medical Center reported the most abortions -- 2,516 -- cor-
nering just over 36 percent of the abortion market in the
Palmetto State. Its business, however, was down by 34
abortions from 2008.
The Greenville Women’s Clinic was second highest with
2,191 abortions, although its business showed the most

signifi cant decline of 346 abortions from the previous year.  
Planned Parenthood of South Carolina located in Columbia
performed the fewest number of abortions of the free-standing
facilities; however its business increased. It reported 2,161
abortions in 2009, an increase of 87 abortion deaths of unborn
children from 2008.
The Medical University of South Carolina reported 29 abor-
tions; Greenville Memorial Hospital reported 13 abortions;
and AnMed Health in Anderson, S.C., reported one abortion
in 2009.
Overall abortions in South Carolina have declined by 50
percent since the peak in 1988 when DHEC records showed
14,133 abortions occurring in our state.”
The graph on page 9 shows the rate of abortions occurring in
South Carolina since 1970:

Diamond Halo Awards
Please notify us, stclair33@bellsouth.net , if your parish
contributed over $1000 to the USI. We need to know by the
end of this month so that the Diamond Halo plaques can be
engraved and awarded at the July Grand Knight Workshop
in Irmo.

Order to Release Promotional
Ads Nationally
6/12/2011
The Knights of Columbus is releasing four professionally
produced advertisements that highlight the history, charity
and life-changing impact of the Order and invite Catholic
men to join and “make a difference.” The four ads were
introduced by Supreme Knight Carl Anderson and shown to
state deputies, state secretaries and their wives at the closing
session of the organizational meeting on Sunday.
The supreme knight said that the commercials, produced in
the fast-paced, contemporary genre, will be shown on some
national television stations. DVDs with the ads also will be
distributed to all state councils for screening at council meet-
ings, recruitment drives and parish gatherings.
“This is part of our continuing effort to express and commu-
nicate the Knights of Columbus story, to tell a wider audience
what we are all about,” Anderson said.
The ads are designed to appeal to younger Catholic men who
want to “make a difference” in the lives of their families, their
parishes and their communities.
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South Carolina State Council
Columbiettes Offi cers

President –————— Betty Richitelli
Past President ————– Flo Mucci
Vice President ——– Paula Griffard
Secretary ————– Lorraine Catoe

Financial Secretary - Melanie Spurlock
Treasurer —————– Marie Colucci

Advocate ———– Mary Brownt
Sentinel ————– Carmela Pastore

State Chaplain – Msgr. Edward Lofton

Supreme Director - Thursa Sotak
E-Mail —— thursasotak@bellsouth.net

Phone: ————————— (803) 643-8002

From the desk of the State
Historian
Michael W. Telesco, PSD, FM

F L A G D A Y

Flag Day is June 14 and celebrates the offi cial symbol for 
the United States: Our Stars and Stripes. Flag Day was
fi rst recognized by Congress on June 14, 1777, which 
became known as Flag Day.
Not only is the U.S. fl ag older then the Union Jack of 
Great Britain and the tri-colors fl ag of France, but also 
is the only fl ag to have been fl own on the moon.
Congress fi rst stated that there should be a star and stripe 
for every state.  Our fi rst fl ag had 13 stars and 7 red and 
6 white stripes. In 1794 two new stars were added and
we had a fl ag with 15 stars and 15 stripes.  By 1818 there 
were 20 states, but our country was still using the fl ag 
with 15 stars and 15 stripes. Congress thought about hav-
ing 20 stripes and agreed that it might become a problem
because of its size so they passed a law that said there
would be 13 stripes for the original 13 states and they
would add a star for each new state that joined the union.
The U.S. fl ag is 13 stripes: seven red and six white.  A 
blue fi eld with 50 stars is located next to the staff in the 
upper left corner of the fl ag. It extends from the top to 
the lower edge of the fourth red stripe. The stars are
arranged in alternating rows of six and fi ve represent-
ing the 50 states of the United States. The stars do not
represent any given state.
PS: The U. S. Army was established on June 14, 1775
and will celebrate their 236th birthday.

RESPECT THE FLAG

1.No disrespect should be shown to the fl ag of the United 
States of America.
   The fl ag should not be dipped to any person of thing.

2 The fl ag should never be displayed with the union down, 
except as a signal of dire distress in instances of extreme
danger to life or property.

3. Never allow the fl ag to touch anything beneath it such as 
the ground, the fl oor, water or merchandise.

4. The fl ag should never be used as clothing or drapery.

5. Never mark the fl ag with or place upon it any letter, word, 
design, picture or drawing of any nature.

6. The fl ag, when in such condition that it is no longer a fi tting 
emblem for display should be destroyed in a dignifi ed way, 
preferably by burning.

WHEN TO FLY THE FLAG
It is proper to fl y the U.S. Flag every day, federal, local holi-
days and for special occasions.
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Contact: Andrew Walther (203) 752-4253
For immediate release:
June 9, 2011

A.M. Best reaffi rms Knights of Columbus rating of A++ (Superior)
Order’s insurance program earns highest rating for 36th consecutive year

(NEW HAVEN, Conn.) — For the 36th consecutive year, A.M. Best Company has given the Knights of Columbus
its highest fi nancial strength rating, A++ (Superior). A.M. Best is a worldwide rating and information agency, 
which conducts in-depth analyses and issues reports about the fi scal stability of insurance companies.
In its 2011 reaffi rmation, A.M. Best cited the Knights of Columbus’ “strong fraternal and insurance presence 
within the Catholic communities in the United States and Canada, its superior risk-adjusted capitalization as
measured by Best’s Capital
Adequacy Ratio and the Order’s consistently positive statutory operating results.”
The report also stated that “the Order has a strong affi nity with its large membership base through its charitable 
works and competitive portfolio of life insurance and annuity products.”
Supreme Knight and C.E.O. Carl A. Anderson said that, “In the past 36 years, there have been fi ve recessions. 
And in every single one of those years, the Order earned A.M. Best’s highest rating. This confi rms the wisdom 
of our careful investment
policies in turbulent economic times and again demonstrates our fi delity to our original mission: providing Catholic 
families with security and stability through topquality life insurance products.”
In just over a decade, the amount Knights of Columbus insurance in force has doubled to more than $80 billion.
It also recently introduced disability income insurance to its product portfolio.
One of the most active charitable groups in the United States, Knights of Columbus members last year set records
by providing more than 70 million hours of charitable service and over $154 million in donations to charitable
causes. Cumulative fi gures
show that, during the past decade, the Order has donated $1.4 billion to charity, and provided more than 653 mil-
lion hours of volunteer service in support of charitable initiatives.
# # #

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS – ONE COLUMBUS PLAZA – NEW HAVEN, CT 06510
WWW.KOFC.ORG
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Second Degree Standings - 2010-2011
POC: RONALD G. POVERO, PSD, State Ceremonials Chairman

DISTRICTDISTRICT DEPUTY TEAM CAPTAIN TEAM NAME GOAL ACTUAL % GOAL PROJ DEGREES
(Dist Served By Team)

1 Richard M. Bachner William Jaillet Low Country Team ( 1 ) 2 3 150% 0

2 Michael A. Allen Larry Huff, FDD Capital City Team 4 6 150% 0
( 2, 7 &12 )

3 Michael DiMartino C Van Demnark, FDD Grand Strand Team ( 3 & 11 ) 4 5 125% 0
3 Michael DiMartino Donald Ullman, FDD San Juan Diego Team 2 2 100% 0

(All Districts)
4 Ernst T. Cvikl Thomas Monahon, SD Aiken Team ( 4 ) 2 1 50% 1

5 David R. Griffard Steve Kramp, FDD Flowertown Team 4 3 75% 1
( 5 & 13 )

8 Keith A. Kingren Jerry Shamroe, PGK Greater Greenville Area Team 4 5 125% 0
( 6, 8 & 14 )

9 John P. Sulkowski Jack Urbanic, FDD Greater Charleston Area Team 2 2 100% 0
( 9 )

10  Edward M. Griffi n Geary Bradley Up State Team (10) 2 4  200%  0

TOTAL 26 31 119%



The Palmetto State Bulletin 10 June 2011

FIELD AGENT DIRECTORY

Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD, FICF Tom O’Brien (Maureen)
113 Duke Lane 69 Pointe South Trace
Ladson, SC 29456 Bluffton, SC 29910
(O/Fax) 843-569-1954 (Cell) 843-224-7263 (O/Fax) 843-837-6855
stephen.dunlap@kofc.org (Cell) 843-683-6855
704 A-K, 6250, 6629, 6726, 6900, 10334, 11471, 12472 thomas.obrien@kofc.org

5026, 7289, 10668, 12263

Stephen Miller (Aimee) Frank Kelly, FICF (Sarah)
3071 Hunjtington Driv 555 Westham Drive
Spartanburg, SC 29302 Murrells Inlet, SC 29576
(O) 864-415-0936 (O) 843-650-6264
stephen.miller@kofc.org (C) 804-399-2950
6756, 9575, 10066, 10867,12268,12366,12995, 14475 francis.kelly@kofc.org

3067, 7531, 8980,11028

Peter R. Zeeff, II James E. Carter (Margo)
413 Willow Winds Dr. 140 Saddlebrooke Road
Columbia, SC 29210 Lexington, SC 29027
(O) 803-731-5107 © 803-561-9106 (O) 803-546-2416 (F) 803-520-6108
peter.zeeff@kofc.org james.carter@kofc.org
6847,6892,7129, 9672, 11325,11645,12254,13713 724,2207,3684,5194,7062,8123

Stephen F. Kramp, FIC (KC) Greg Williams
103 Fair Spring Court 116 Kingswood Ter.
Summerville, SC 29485 Anderson, SC 29621
(O) 843-771-2437 (O) 864-32/-9516 (F) 864-328-9561
(C) 843-475-7922 C) 864-314-6445
Stephen.kramp@kofc.org gregory.williams@kofc.org
704 L-Z 6891,8502,8900, 9161, 9475,11910, 11991 6884, 8182, 8295, 9576, 10819

Stephen Miller (Aimee) Luigi Piccione (Sharon)
3071 Hunjtington Drive 2238 Big Landing Drive
Spartanburg, SC 29302 Little River, SC 29566
(O) 864-415-0936 (O & F) 843-280-8950
stephen.miller@kofc.org (C) 631-697-1755
1668, 6076, 9184, 9575, 12274, 13112 luigi.piccione@kofc.org

5086, 5194, 7122, 8790, 14892
To fi nd out about Field Agent opportunities contact the South Carolina General Agent, Robert Boni, FICF
121 Dover Court, Goose Creek, SC 29445, (843) 824-5632, robert.boni@kofc.org



The Palmetto State Bulletin 11 June 2011

STATE OFFICERS
State Deputy............................................................................Thomas M. Monahon .................................. 803-648-9925
State Chaplain .........................................................................Fr. Robert F. Higgins .................................... 843-249-2356
Immediate Past State Deputy.................................................. Joseph F. Gubeli, Jr....................................... 843-871-2158
State Secretary ........................................................................Richard A. Gabriel........................................ 843-797-6804
State Treasurer ........................................................................Richard Stachelek........................................ 803-781-7636
State Advocate ........................................................................Richard A.Marino ......................................... 843-237-8778
State Warden ...........................................................................Robert L. Cox, III ......................................... 843-661-6057
General Insurance Agent.........................................................Robert Boni, Jr.............................................. 843-824-5632

DISTRICT DEPUTIES
District No. 1 (5026, 7289, 10668, 12263) .............................Roy T. Spurlock, Jr. ...................................... 843-575-9318
District No. 2 (2207, 6847, 9672, 13713) ...............................Michael A. Allen........................................... 803-736-5817
District No. 3 (5086, 7122, 7531, 14892) ...............................Michael DiMartino ....................................... 843-663-1277
District No. 4 (3684, 7062, 9161, 11645) ...............................Ernest T. Cvikl .............................................. 803-649-3586
District No. 5 (6629, 6891, 8502, 8900, 11910) .....................David R. Griffard.......................................... 843-835-8730
District No. 6 (6884, 7129, 8295, 9576) .................................Jerry W. Carroll............................................. 864-225-5966

District No. 7 (724, 6892, 11325, 12554)...........................Thomas W. Glynn ..................................... 803-695-5162
District No. 8 (1668, 8182, 9745, 10819, 13112) ..................Keith A. Kingren........................................... 864-962-5295
District No. 9 (704, 6250, 9475, 10334, 12472) .....................John P. Sulkowski ......................................... 843-789-4270
District No. 10 (6756, 10066, 12268, 12366, 14475, 14765) .Edward M. Griffi n ........................................ 803-325-1497
District No. 11 (3067, 8980, 11028) .......................................William “Skip” Reilly................................... 843-237-9917
District 12 (5194, 8123, 8790, 10867)....................................Joseph A. Balotti........................................... 843-679-0967
District 13 (6726, 6900, 11471, 11991) ..................................Brandon J. Chambers.................................... 843-553-2071

District 14 (6076, 9184, 9575, 12274. 12995)........................William E. Weiss .......................................... 864-574-7889
STATE DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Membership & Retention Director ...................................................John Robertson, FDD ............................................ 864-967-7183
Ceremonials & Protocol Chairman...................................................Ronald G. Povero, PSD, FM.................................. 843-873-8581
New Council Development Chairman ..............................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171

Program Director ..............................................................................Richard A.Marino ........................................... 843-237-8778
Church Director ................................................................................James E. Martin ..................................................... 843-572-0943
Youth Director...................................................................................Dante Tomasini ...................................................... 803-798-0926
Community Director/Hospitality ......................................................Michael O. Evatt .................................................... 864-243-9057
Council Director................................................................................William P. Wichrowski .......................................... 843-235-9101
Family Director.................................................................................Steve G. Maxie ...................................................... 864-972-9421
Pro Life Chair Couple.......................................................................James C. & Barbara St. Clair ................................. 803-425-0340
Public Relations/Father McGivney Guild Chairman .......................Raymond Hock. PSD............................................. 864-244-8828
State Bulletin Editor..........................................................................Stephen T. Dunlap, PSD, FVSM, FM.................... 843-553-6493
Vocations/Columbian Squires/Scouts Chairman ..............................James P. Weiskircher.............................................. 864-706-0768
Budget/Finance Chairman ................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Health Services Chairman.................................................................Victor Diaz, MD .................................................... 843-436-0195
Columbus HOPE Foundation Chairman, Board of Dir. ...................Michael W. Telesco, PSD, FM............................... 843-572-1307
Operation HOPE Drive Chairman ....................................................Gene Alaura ........................................................... 843-553-7203
Operation HOPE Drive Publicity......................................................Gene Janikowski .................................................... 843-553-3596

Charities Board Chairman.................................................................Thomas M. Monahon .................................... 803-648-9925

2010 State Convention Chairman .....................................................Richard A. Gabriel.......................................... 843-797-6804
State Convention Coordinator...........................................................Johnny Nix, FDD................................................... 803-783-0419

Inter-Council Competition Chairman ...............................................Richard A.Marino ........................................... 843-237-8778
Hispanic Coordinator ........................................................................Donald Ullmann, FDD........................................... 843-347-0900
Historian............................................................................................Michael W. Telesco, PSD, FM............................... 843-572-1307

Awards/Report Forms .......................................................................Thomas M. Monahon .................................... 803-648-9925

State Directory Chairman .................................................................Joseph F. Gubeli, Jr., SD................................. 843-871-2158
Eucharistic Congress.........................................................................Richard E. Koehler, PSD, FM ............................... 843-553-2171
Information Technology Director .....................................................Clemens M. Thoennes ............................................843-237-1180
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